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MAY MEETING CANCELED

The MAY meeting of the GMARC will be canceled. Most of the club officers and board members will be
out of town on a variety of work related and vacation jaunts. The meeting will resume on June 16 at the
G.M. Tech Center.

Other News:

DAYTON HAMVENTION: May 15,16 & 17

The Dayton Hamvention will be held this weekend. Unfortunately, I will not be attending
Dayton this year. This is only the second time in my 11 years of living in the Detroit area
that I will be missing the Dayton event. Conflicts do sometimes occur!

As you all know, Dayton is the premier event for radio amateurs. Each year, hams are
known to rummage through the thousands of flee-market displays and acquire countless
treasures that are found no where else on this earth. If you, or anyone you know, has an
interesting story about the ‘98 Dayton Hamvention ... please share it with us. It would be
my pleasure to publish it in the next issue of the newsletter.

by Joe WQ41
FIELD DAY 1998: June 27 & 28

It’s not too soon to start thinking about Field Day. Kilowatt Acres (back yard of WQ4I &
KB4FXY) will be the site of the ‘98 GMARC Field Day. There is plenty of room for
camping ( 5 acres of grass and woods ), all are welcome. You can pitch a tent, drop your
camper or drive in with your motor home ... your pleasure.

A large surplus Army tent will be erected for a mess tent. Barbecue grills are available.
Coffee and soft drinks will be available. Bring the family and kids and have a picnic.

Many of our club members will be starting on vacation and heading out of town during the
field day event. So, we do not anticipate an increase in participation. But if you can ...
stop by for an hour or two and grab a microphone or a CW key. Your help and
participation will be appreciated.



DIRECTIONS: From 23 Mile Road & Gratiot, go 1/4 mile west on 23 Mile past
Meigers, turn north at the traffic light on to Chesterfield Road, cross the rail road tracks
and you will be on a dirt road. Continue north one mile, cross 24 Mile Road, go to the

4th house on the right. (Land mark - 100 foot tower with tri-bander is visible for almost a
mile).

53430 Chesterfield Road, Chesterfield, MI 48045 (810) 749-6207

Any comments or suggestions for field day will gratefully be accepted. Joe WQ4I

Repeater News:

Repeater components are arriving by the truck load. To date, we have received two new
updated CAT-1000a repeater controllers equipped with new and improved digital voice
recorders. They also feature delay boards (500 ms delay in re-transmission) that will
squelch out the Hissss noise that follows the carrier drop when you un-key the mic. Both
controllers with the accessory boards are mounted in 19” rack mount boxes.

Two weather radios have also been received. They will be wired into the repeater to
provide emergency weather reports directly from the NOAA Weather Radio Network.

In the event of a severe storm or other weather emergency, NOAA sends out a 1050 Hz
tone to activate receivers. Our two meter and 440 repeaters will react to that tone by
switching the receiver to the WX-1000 weather radio. The NOAA emergency broadcast
will be retransmitted by our repeaters. After the one minute transmission, the repeaters
will switch back to normal amateur repeater service. NEAT! (See the copy of the flyer
attached.)

To make programming and repeater controlling more user friendly for the GMARC
control operators, we have received the new CAT-1000 Windows version of the
controller editor program. This will provide our control operators with easier loading and
controlling of the repeater operation. (A copy of this flyer is also included.)

The BIG NEWS is that a brand new Spectrum 440 repeater has arrived. This repeater is
equipped with a 100 watt final amplifier and 100 % duty cycle power supply. New
Waycom Duplexers and a lockable repeater cabinet are in transit and should be here by the
time you read this newsletter.

Also, a new 2 meter Spectrum repeater with 150 watt final amplifier has been shipped and
should be arriving at the same time. Again, with new Waycom duplexers and a lockable
repeater cabinet.

When these repeaters are located at the Ren-Cen they will surely fill the gap in the RACES
and ARES weather alert network in the Detroit metro area and surrounding 17 counties.

REN-CEN Up-Date:

Although we have approval from GM management for the relocation of our repeater
system to the roof of the Weston Hotel at the Ren-Cen some details are still being worked
out. There are many changes occurring within General Motors, the Millinder Center was



will surely be our crowning glory.
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